Claims 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed as new and desired to be 
secured by Letters Patent is as follows: 



1 1. A tailgate ramp system for use with a pickup having a pickup box, 

2 comprising: 

3 a main frame pivotally attachable within a pickup box; 

4 a pair of ramp units rotatably coupled to said main frame for separately-operable 

5 movement in a horizontal plane between open and closed tailgate configurations; 

6 and 

7 means in said main frame for pivoting said pair of ramp imits between a vertical 

8 configuration and a horizontal configuration. 

1 2. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 1 wherein said pair of ramp units 

2 includes a plurality of ramp sections that selectively extend outwardly. 

1 3. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 2 wherein each of said plurality of ramp 

2 sections includes a first section slidably retained within a respective ramp unit. 

1 4. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 2 wherein said plurality of ramp sections 

2 are slidably coupled to one another. 

1 5. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 1 wherein: 

2 said means for pivoting said pair of ramp units includes a pair of pivot bars, each pivot 

3 bar having one end pivotally coupled to said main frame and an opposite end 
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4 releasably coupled to an upper end of said main frame for movement between 

5 said vertical and horizontal configurations; and 

6 said pair of ramp units are rotatably coupled to respective pivot bars for selective 

7 movement thereabout within said horizontal plane. 

1 6. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 1 wherein each said ramp unit includes a 

2 plurality of ramp sections that selectively extend outwardly, said plurality of ramp sections 

3 being hingedly coupled to one another. 

1 7. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 1 further comprising a latch structure 

2 attached to said main frame and positioned intermediate said pair of ramp units for selectively 

3 holding said pair of ramp units at said closed tailgate configuration. 

1 8. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 5 further comprising an extension bar 

2 attached to a base member of said main frame and having opposed ends, said opposed ends 

3 having configurations complementary to corresponding ends of said pivot bars for receiving 

4 said corresponding ends when said pair of pivot bars are moved to said horizontal 

5 configuration; 

6 wherein said ramp units are slidably coupled to said pair of pivot bars, whereby said 

7 pair of ramp units are laterally slidable along said pivot bars and said extension 

8 bar when said pivot bars are at said horizontal configuration. 

1 9. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 5 fiirther comprising a grate member 

2 attached to said pair of ramp units. 
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1 10. A tailgate ramp system for use with a pickup having a pickup box, 

2 comprising: 

3 a main frame pivotally attachable within a pickup box, said main frame having 

4 oppositely disposed vertical side members with an elongate base member 

5 extending between lower ends of said side members; 

6 a pair of pivot bars mounted to said side members of said main frame, each pivot bar 

7 having one end pivotally coupled to a respective lower end of a respective main 

8 frame side member and an opposite end releasably coupled to a respective upper 

9 end of said respective main frame side member for movement between vertical 

10 and horizontal configurations; 

1 1 a pair of ramp units rotatably coupled to said pair of pivot bars for separately-operable 

12 rotational movement in a horizontal plane between open and closed tailgate 

13 configurations when said respective pivot bars are in said vertical configuration; 

14 and 

15 wherein said pair of ramp units each includes a plurality of ramp sections hingedly 

16 coupled to one another for pivotally extending outwardly. 

1 11. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 10 wherein each of said plurality of 

2 ramp sections includes: 

3 a first section having a first edge coupled to a corresponding pivot bar and a second 

4 opposed edge; and 

5 a second section having a first edge hingedly coupled to said second opposed edge of 

6 said first section such that said second section is pivotally movable between 

7 folded and unfolded configurations. 
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12. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 1 1 wherein said each of said plurality of 
ramp section includes means for selectively holding said second ramp section in said folded 
configuration. 



1 13. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 10 further comprising a latch structure 

2 attached to said main frame and positioned intermediate said pair of ramp units for selectively 

3 holding said pair of ramp units at said closed tailgate configuration. 



1 14. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 10 including a pair of extension bar 

2 segments mounted to said base member of said main frame, said pair of extension bar 

3 segments being configured to receive said pair of pivot bars at said horizontal configuration. 

1 15. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 14 further comprising at least one collar 

2 attached to each ramp unit, said at least one collar being rotatably coupled to a respective 

3 pivot bar for rotatable movement thereabout, said at least one collar being slidably coupled to 

4 said respective pivot bar for slidable movement along said respective pivot bar and along a 

5 respective extension bar segment v^hen said respective pivot bar is at said horizontal 

6 configuration. 
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1 16. A tailgate ramp system for use with a pickup having a pickup box, 

2 comprising: 

3 a main frame pivotally attachable within a pickup box, said main frame having 

4 oppositely disposed vertical side members with an elongate base member 

5 extending between lower ends of said side members; 

6 a pivot bar mounted to one of said side members, said pivot bar having one end 

7 pivotally coupled to a lower end of said one of said side members and having 

8 another end releasably coupled to an upper end of said one of said side members 

9 for movement between vertical and horizontal configurations; 

10 a ramp unit rotatably coupled to said one of said side members for rotational movement 

11 in a horizontal plane between open and closed tailgate configurations when said 

12 pivot bar is in said vertical configuration; 

13 said ramp unit having a plurality of ramp sections that selectively extend outwardly. 

1 17. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 16 wherein said plurality of ramp 

2 sections are hingedly coupled to one another. 

1 18. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 16 wherein said plurahty of ramp 

2 sections includes: 

3 a first section having a first edge coupled to said pivot bar and a second opposed edge; 

4 and 

5 a second section having a first edge hingedly coupled to said second opposed edge of 

6 said first section such that said second section is pivotally movable between 

7 folded and unfolded configurations. 
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19. The tailgate ramp system as in claim 17 wherein said first edge of said first 
section is rotatably coupled to said pivot bar with a collar such that said ramp unit is rotatable 
about said pivot bar and slidable therealong; and 

said tailgate ramp system including an extension bar mounted to said base member of 
said main fi-ame, said extension bar being configured to receive said pivot bar at 
said horizontal configuration such that said ramp unit is slidable along said pivot 
bar and said extension bar for lateral positioning of said ramp unit. 
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